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Abstract: Shanghai Municipal Council (SMC) attached great importance to the management of
environmental sanitation in international concession. Since 1864, SMC had seized two considerable
sources of monetary income: the contract fee from commercializing labor disposal of night soil, and
the selling of night soil. Both incomes were the indispensable parts of their financial revenue. The
new system of night soil disposal was introduced into Shanghai international concession in the late
19th century. Surprisingly, SMC rejected the system repeatedly and even made regulations to
prevent it from being used in the concession. The deep-rooted reason was that SMC clung to the
sizable profits stemmed from labor disposal of night soil.

Key words: public sanitation; night soil disposal; Shanghai Municipal Council (SMC);

modern Shanghai
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Processes and Mechanisms of Order Commercializing:
A Comparative Case Analysis of Chinese Medical Disputes

XIE Yue', XU Shuo®
(1. School of International and Public Affairs,Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
Shanghai 200030,China;2. School of Political Science and International Relations,
Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: “Buying stability with money” is a unique phenomenon which has been more
scholarly concerned. Research has been conducted on the grieved bargains and the agreements made
between cadres at grassroots level and malcontents, as well as the view that such a non-zero game
will facilitate the regime’s resilience. This paper, considering more complicated gaming, replaces
double participants for triple ones in order to make it clear whether and why the gaming
consequence is not non-zero. The analysis of the medical disputes demonstrates that triple
participants, including the grieved, the cadres, and the organizations respectively, try their best to
influence and maximize negotiated results. It can be concluded that this gaming is pretty uncertain,
with negative zero much more frequently to be seen than non-zero. Relatively, governments at
grassroots level can dominate the bargaining process and the consequences and the grieved are
always the biggest losers. This paper, focusing on social conflicts at micro level, can facilitate the
further understanding of authoritarian politics.

Key words: commercialization of stability; authoritarianism; collective protest; medical dispute



